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         Club Number 2496
CONSTITUTION, FIELD & SAFETY RULES

Introduction

Welcome to the Dorset Model Helicopter Club

The Club was formed on the 28th May 2005

We hope you enjoy your membership and make good use of the flying field.

Please take time to read through this booklet as it contains valuable information, the constitution, club rules and other information that may be of use to you.

The Club website can be found at - http://www.dmhc.co.uk/
We also have a ‘private forum’ at – www.RCHeliAddict.co.uk entitled DMHC Forum
Flying times are 10am – 7pm every day.

There is no night flying allowed. You will be notified if these times change.
Unless otherwise stated within the following Constitution and Rules, the guidelines and recommendations of the British Model Flying Association (BMFA) as laid down within their handbook and guidance publications will be adopted by the Dorset Model Helicopter Club.

Constitution

1. Name
The name of the club shall be the "Dorset Model Helicopter Club". Herein after referred to as “The Club” and will be affiliated to the British Model Flying Association (BMFA).
2. Objectives

a) The Clubs principal aim shall be the promotion of safe and responsible model flying.
b) To provide facilities for the sport of model flying (primarily helicopters).
c) To assist members to improve their standard of building and flying, and to require observance of all rules in the interests of safety.

d) To encourage Club social activities including visits and outings.
e) To promote the national policies and rules of the governing body for the sport by affiliation to the British Model Flying Association.

f) To maintain the upkeep of the area laid down as a flying field for the use of the Club.

3. Membership Criteria
A ‘Member’ means any class of membership.

The committee has the right to refuse membership to new applicants.

a) Eligibility

The Club is primarily a model helicopter club. Fixed wing flying is strictly limited to electric powered ‘park flyer’ aircraft only and can take place within the confines of the rules and with the agreement of other flyers at the field, however priority should be given to the flying of model helicopters. All members must have an active interest in the building and/or flying of model helicopters.

b) Membership

      ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP

       There shall be two classes of Ordinary Membership: - SENIOR and JUNIOR.
Persons seeking membership who are aged 16 years or over on the date of application for membership, shall be required to join as SENIOR.

Those under the age of 16 years on the date of application may join as JUNIOR members for the remainder of the current Club year.

     HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

Honorary membership may be conferred at the Annual General Meeting or an Extraordinary General Meeting at the discretion of the attending members by a majority vote of two thirds of those attending such a meeting.

LIFE MEMBER

A member may be given life membership for extensive services to the Club. Life members can only be created by a majority ballot of the Club members at an Annual General Meeting.
     LIMITING MEMBERSHIP

For site considerations and/or other reasons, the membership numbers may be restricted by a majority vote within the committee.
c) Probationary Period

New members will be required to serve an initial probationary period of 6 months.  During this time they will not be eligible to serve on the Committee and may have their membership terminated at the discretion of the Committee for unsatisfactory conduct.

d) BMFA

All Club members must be members of the British Model Flying Association. Any new member who is not already an existing member of the BMFA, will be required to join the BMFA as a condition of membership of the club and must be able to provide evidence of such on request.
e) Rules

All members without exception must abide by the 'Club Rules', a copy of which can be found on the club website, whilst operating on any permanent or temporary site officially recognised by the Club for Club flying or demonstration flying on behalf of the Club.

f) Behaviour

Any behaviour by a Club member which is prejudicial to the continued use of the Club's facilities or damaging to the Club's reputation will be considered by the Committee and may result in the withdrawal of the offender's membership of the Club.
g) Liability

By accepting membership of the Club, all persons shall jointly and severally share all monies and assets for which the club is liable at law or is fortunate to possess. In the event of the Club being held legally liable for damages to a third party, the Committee on the date and time of the incident are those who must bear this liability in equal parts. In the event of an individual Club Member being held legally liable for damages to a third party, the member on the date and time of the incident must bear this liability. BMFA insurance provides cover for third party liability both as a Club and as an individual.
4. SUBSCRIPTIONS

a) New member subscriptions shall be to status, plus the initial 'joining fee', the amount shall be determined at the Annual General Meeting.

b) The whole of the annual subscription, including the BMFA subscription, shall be due on the 1st January each year.

c) The annual Club subscription for new members joining on or after the 1st January shall be calculated as shown on the DMHC website - http://www.dmhc.co.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12&Itemid=9
d) Existing members who have not renewed their membership by the 1st January shall be deemed to have lapsed and will no longer be entitled to any benefits or privileges of membership. A period of one calendar month shall be given as grace after which time the additional "joining fee" will become payable. After this period the membership space will be offered to the next person on the waiting list.

e) The Club membership card and the BMFA insurance certificate, if appropriate, will not be issued to the member until the appropriate fee has been paid.

5. COMMITTEE

a) The business of the Club shall be managed by a Committee that includes the Officers. The size of the Committee shall be decided by the Annual General Meeting but should always be an odd number. The Committee should consist of no more than 5 members, including the Executive Committee. These shall be the Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer.
b) One Senior Club member should be appointed annually as the Clubs’ BMFA delegate who should represent the Club at all relevant BMFA meetings.

c) Should a Committee position become vacant, the Committee may co-opt a replacement who will then serve until the following Annual General Meeting. This will be by a majority vote from the Committee members
d) Members elected to office will have voting rights at all meetings. In the event of a tie the Chairman will have the casting vote.

e) The Executive Committee reserve the right to carry out negotiations and make decisions in the interest of the club or on behalf of the members where necessary without consulting the other Committee members.

f) Each Executive Committee member is required to submit a sample of their signature for banking reference purposes.

g) Money may be withdrawn from the fund by cheque or from petty cash by either of the 2 Executive Officers.

h) The Secretary must be informed of any negotiations proposed by Club members that affect the Club as a whole and copies of any written correspondence must be submitted for record purposes.
i) The Secretary will receive an annual honorarium to cover out of pocket expenses not covered under normal conditions of withdrawal from the Club funds, the amount of which will be decided at the Annual General Meeting. He may also present a quarterly claim towards telephone costs for consideration by the Committee.

j) No member of the Committee or Officer of the Club may be a Committee Member or Officer of another model flying club.

k) Any Committee Member or Officer wishing to resign should do so in writing.

l) Any member of the Committee who is absent from three consecutive Committee meetings without reasonable cause will automatically forfeit their seat on the Committee.

m) The Committee shall be responsible for the production and maintenance of the club 'flying rules' which shall be binding on all members operating on any permanent or temporary site being used officially by the Club. The Committee, during their term of office, may vary the 'flying rules' at their discretion.

n) A quorum of any Committee meeting shall consist of a majority of Committee members, including co-opted members.

o) All Committee members shall retire annually but shall be eligible for re-election.

p) If a Club Committee member engages or becomes involved in Court Proceedings, whether criminal or civil, in his representative capacity on behalf of the Club, as opposed to in his capacity as a private individual, not withstanding that he is taking part in Club activities, but in circumstances where it would be unreasonable for the Club as a whole to ratify his actions, then in the former instance, i.e. in his representative capacity, the Club will indemnify the Committee Member in respect of any fines or damages or costs awarded against the Committee Member. In the event of a Committee Member being awarded damages or costs in the course of proceedings taken by him in his representative capacity, such damages or costs will belong to the Club and not to the Committee Member personally and forthwith upon receipt by the Committee Member that Committee Member will pay them to the Club Treasurer.

q) The Executive Officers and Committee as a body are empowered to act on behalf of the Club in any relevant matters and enter into whatever agreements, leases, licenses or other arrangements which they deem necessary.

6. GENERAL MEETINGS

a) An Annual General Meeting shall be held in November or December each year for which 14 days notice will be given. The meeting will consider the reports of the Chairman, Secretary/Treasurer, and elect committee members for the following year.
b) The Officers and Committee may call an Extraordinary General Meeting at any time by giving the membership 14 days notice, stating the date, time and venue. Ordinary Members may request an EGM providing that they give to the Officers a petition stating clearly why the EGM is requested, and the petition has been endorsed by a minimum of 20 members or a third of the membership, whichever is the lesser. Upon receipt of such a petition, the Officers must call an EGM within 28 days, giving the membership 14 days notice, stating the date, time and venue.

C) Each Ordinary Member attending the General Meetings will be entitled to one vote.
7. ALL MEETINGS INCLUDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

a) Minutes are to be taken at all meetings. The minutes are to be corrected at the following appropriate meeting and signed by the Chairman of that meeting as correct. They shall be available for inspection by any member who gives at least 3 days notice to any Club Officer.

8. FINANCE

a) The funds of the Club shall be lodged in a bank account approved by the Committee.

b) Money may be drawn from the Club accounts on the signature of either the Chairman or Secretary or Treasurer.

c) The treasurer will be responsible for managing the Club funds and end of year accounts.

9. CHANGES TO CLUB CONSTITUTION

If there is a requirement to modify this Constitution, the amendment must be properly presented and signed by a proposer and seconded. It should be forwarded to the Officers not less than twenty eight days before the A.G.M... In order to amend the Constitution, the meeting must show a majority of two thirds of those present, to adopt any amendment.
10. DISBANDING THE CLUB

Should it prove necessary to terminate the activities of the Club, this can only be done at an A.G.M. or E.G.M. at which the necessary decisions will be taken on a two thirds majority basis of those attending. This meeting would decide how to discharge all Club liabilities and how to dispose of any Club assets.

FIELD & SAFETY RULES

1. All field safety rules and regulations will be reviewed annually and will then be considered binding for twelve months, except where urgent action is required. This action must then be ratified by the committee at the next club meeting or at a general meeting. The field safety rules are considered as a supplementary code to those laid out by the BMFA member’s handbook, compliance with which is mandatory within the DMHC.
2. All fliers must hold BMFA insurance.
3. Any complaint concerning a member must be made in writing and signed by the complainant/s. The written complaint must then be forwarded to the club secretary so it can then be addressed at the next committee meeting.

4. The committee may impose a flying suspension not exceeding thirty days upon any member in the event of misconduct. Any suspension must be accompanied by a verbal and/or written warning as deemed appropriate in accordance with Article 17.

5. The committee may consider removal from the role of members any member whose conduct at the flying field or elsewhere is considered to be prejudicial to the club. Dismissal will be in accordance with the following procedure in order to comply with the laws of natural justice:

a. The member is to be given a verbal warning by an authorised committee member in whom the member is made aware of his/her misdemeanour and what he/she is reasonably required to do to make amends.

b. If the member does not respond, he/she is to be given a written warning by an authorised committee member to advise him/her of his/her misdemeanour and what is reasonably required to do to make amends.

c. If he/she fails to respond the committee should invite him/her in writing to meet with them at a previously agreed date and time to discuss the situation, advising they are considering withdrawal of his/her membership.

d. If he/she still fails to respond to reasoning or fails to attend without reasonable cause the committee can advise him/her in writing that his/her membership is withdrawn, stating the reasons why this decision was reached.

e. When the member is advised of withdrawal of his/her membership he/she must be given the right of appeal. If he/she opts to appeal this will be to the club membership at an Emergency General Meeting (EGM) which the committee would call on his/her behalf at a previously agreed date and time. The motion to uphold the membership withdrawal or reverse it must be in accordance with the voting procedures set out in the club constitution.

In the event of gross misconduct, immediate dismissal without warnings may be considered but the member must still be accorded his/her rights to present his/her case to the committee and be given a right of appeal in accordance with sub-paragraphs c, d, and e, above.

In the event of dismissal the committee will arrange for the member’s current membership fee to be reimbursed pro rata.

6. Any alterations to this constitution can only be made with the majority vote of the Executive officers and committee members. Any proposed alterations must be submitted to the secretary in writing at least fourteen days prior to the meeting.

7. The committee, officers and instructors will be responsible for the running of the flying fields at all times. Appointment to the position of instructor or examiner can only be made by a committee decision. 

8. All flying members must be able to fly to a standard deemed safe by a committee member before being able to fly solo.
9. If a full size aircraft enters our model flying airspace you are to descend or land immediately. Under no circumstances must a model come into conflict with a full size aircraft.
10. Due consideration must be given at all times to trainee or novice pilots in the circuit. In the event that the pleasure or concentration of a pilot is affected by the flying style of another, precedence will be given to the pilot who was airborne first. Intimidating flying of any sort is not permitted.
11. Airborne aircraft should be limited to the maximum number commensurate with safety. An application of common sense as to the type of aircraft and style of flying should be applied.
12. All flying is to be done in the designated areas only. At no time is an aircraft to be flown over or hovered in the pits area.
13. All pilots must observe the established flight line and stand in the designated area whilst flying. Any variation to enhance safety and suit daily conditions may be adopted. Any change to the daily layout of the field must be adopted by all pilots on that day.
14. The DMHC is predominately a model helicopter club. Fixed wing flying is strictly limited to electric powered ‘park flyer’ aircraft only and may only be flown with the agreement of pilots present on the day, however priority for air time should be given over to helicopter flying.
15. Any spectators must remain in the pits area whilst flying is in progress unless invited forward by a flyer.
16. Any person wishing to enter or cross the flight line/runway area must seek clearance from any pilots flying at the time before doing so.
17. All vehicles must be parked in the designated area only.
18. The frequency allocation system in use is that of a ‘peg on’ system by means of a pegboard. All flyers or those using transmitters must place their membership card on the designated frequency of the pegboard before switching on their transmitter and the pilot must ensure that he is operating on the frequency he believes he is on.
19. Should a model go out of control, the first priority must be the safety of people and the second being avoidance of damage to property. A warning is to be shouted out loudly by the pilot which is to be taken up by other members.

20. When starting an engine the model must be suitably restrained until it is carried to the flight line. In the case of a helicopter this means holding the head with one hand. Under no circumstances should the model be left unattended whilst the engine is running, or in the case of electric models, powered on.
21. All new or repaired models should be checked out by an experienced member before being allowed to fly.
22. All operational fail safes in use on powered models operated from our club site must be set so that the throttle is at tick-over, NOT throttle hold, (stopped in the case of electric power) regardless of the other control operations governed by the failsafe. Particular care must be taken when operating on pulse code modulation (PCM) or when swapping from normal modulation (PPM) to PCM to ensure that the failsafe is correctly programmed. This is not set as default on most transmitters. Fail safes are to be checked prior to flight switching the transmitter off whilst the model is restrained. Please note that when using 2.4GHz the failsafe must be set by re-binding the receiver with the throttle set to tick over (stopped in the case of electric power).
23. No person shall attempt to retrieve a model from any adjacent land to the flying site without prior consultation with the appointed safety officers for the day, to ensure that the situation is properly accessed and minimal disruption caused. If it is considered by the safety officers that the land owner’s permission should be sought before retrieving the model, it will be the owner of the model and one of the safety officers who must approach them for permission.
24. The BMFA suggest that mobile phones should not be kept in close proximity to computerised transmitters and must not be taken onto the flight line.
25. No smoking is permitted in the vicinity of inflammable fuels or materials.
26. Children must be closely supervised at all times and must not be allowed to run around the pits or runway area.
27. No dogs are allowed at the flying field unless they are kept on a lead or tethered.
28. Any accident involving a third party or another member must be reported to the clubs BMFA delegate as soon as possible, who will then inform the Executive Committee.
29. Members may invite a guest flyer to the site on arrangement with the Executive Committee. The Club member must assume full responsibility for the actions and safety of the guest. It is the host’s responsibility to ensure that guests have full BMFA insurance and are made aware of all the Club rules governing flying. When “pegging on” the guest, the host’s membership card is to be used on the frequency board. This ensures that the host is supervising the guest and not flying at the same time. Guests must only fly under the supervision of an experienced member if their ability requires it and such arrangements must be made in advance of the visit.

30. Pilots are to ensure all model engines are adequately silenced. The less noise we make, the less likely we are to draw unwanted attention to ourselves. The Committee members have the right to request that a model that is deemed too loud is not flown until adequate silencing is fitted.
31. All radio gear used at the site should be on the 2.4 GHz or 35 MHz band and fall within the current allowable frequencies for model aircraft within the UK.


Please remember that every member is a safety officer.

If you see something that is dangerous or could prejudice the club then make it known to the person involved or contact a Committee Member.


Club rules concerning juniors:
1. A Junior Member is defined as being less than 16 years of age.

2. A responsible adult is defined as a Senior Member or parent/guardian who has the experience commensurate with the type and degree of supervision required.

3. Junior Members must be supervised at all times by a responsible adult. The level of supervision is to be commensurate with the Junior Member’s age, maturity, capabilities and levels of experience.

4. Junior Members under the age of twelve years shall not start an engine or carry a model with the engine running unless a responsible adult supervises them.

5. No Junior Member under the age of fourteen years shall fly a model aircraft unless supervised by a responsible adult or the junior Member holds the minimum of a BMFA Achievement Scheme “A” certificate or has been authorised to do so by the Club Committee.

6. No Senior Member is to be expected to assume responsibility for a Junior Member unless he/she has been specifically requested to do so by the Junior Member’s parent/guardian. If required to do so, he/she is to assume complete and total responsibility for the Junior Member whilst he/she is in their charge.

7. Notwithstanding the requirements of Paragraph 6, should a member discover a Junior Member is unsupervised he/she must assume responsibility for the Junior Member’s safety in the first instance. The situation should then be rectified as soon as possible by seeking out the Junior Member’s parent/guardian/nominated supervisor. Any instance of such an occurrence is to be reported to the Committee as soon as possible.

8. Whilst supervising Junior Members, Senior Members should be aware of the requirements of The Children Act (1989) and avoid placing themselves in a position that could be open to misinterpretation or question. A leaflet giving advice is available from the BMFA Leicester Office or from the Club Secretary.


END.
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